Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Faversham  Rural  District 
for  the  year,  1905. 


GENTLEMEN, 


In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1905  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  1  would  remind  you  that 
from  January  1st  until  the  time  of  his  death,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  the  late  Dr.  Gange. 
From  the  time  of  his  death  till  May  24th,  when  I  was  elected,  the  work  was  carried  on  by  Dr.  Fred 
Gange,  and  to  his  courtesy  I  am  indebted  for  the  returns  of  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year  and  for 
much  other  valuable  information  concerning  the  health  of  the  District  in  previous  years. 


Area  of  the  District 
Estimated  Population 
Birthrate  per  1000  per  Annum 
Deathrate  per  1000  per  Annum 

Deathrate,  excluding  Workhouse  and  Urban  Isolation  Hospital 


43,843  Acres. 
15.100 
26.9 
1 3-3 
10.7 


The  number  of  Births  registered 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered 
Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 


407 


202 


...  Males  202 
Females-207 

. Males  no 

.  ...  Females  92 

.  205 

The  number  of  Deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  Urban 

Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

The  Deathrate  for  the  year  is  13.3,  compared  with  an  average  Deathrate  of  15.2  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and,  except  for  1903,  is  the  lowest  since  1897.  The  deathrate  of  children  below  1  year  is  105.6  per 
1000  Births  registered,  and  is  27.1  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  Birthrate  26.9 
is  1.4  below  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  Amongst  the  202  Deaths  occurring  in  the  district 
no  less  than  76  were  those  of  people  of  65  and  upwards,  and  of  the  76,  27  were  certified  as  dying 
from  Senile  Decay. 


There  were  22  Deaths  from  Cancer  and  21  from  Tubercular  Diseases,  an  increase  of  6  in  each 
case  compared  with  last  year.  There  has  been  but  one  death  from  Measles  and  no  death  has  been 
certified  from  Influenza. 


As  shewn  by  the  census  of  1901  which  was  15,181,  and  1891  which  was  15,252,  the  population 
for  the  District  has  been  overestimated  during  the  past  5  years  at  15,500.  I  have  therefore  estimated 
the  population  at  the  middle  of  this  year  at  15,100  and  have  re-estimated  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  for 
the  past  four  years  as  shewn  in  Table  I. 


Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Frederick  Neame,  of  Selling,  Mr.  Walter  Stunt,  of  Ospringe, 
and  Colonel  Honeyball,  of  Teynham,  I  am  able  to  give  the  rainfall  in  the  Parishes  of  Selling, 
Ospringe  and  Teynham  for  the  past  year. 


In  Inches : — 

Selling. 

Teynham. 

Ospringe. 

January 

1 .00 

.84 

.90 

February 

.90 

.87 

•95 

March 

3.70 

2.29 

2.97 

April 

2.74 

2.32 

2.41 

May 

1.47 

1. 14 

1.24 

June 

6.46 

5-32 

6.52 

July 

.84 

.68 

.66 

August 

2.04 

1.56 

1 .96 

September 

2.30 

1.69 

1.88 

October 

2.16 

1.80 

1. 91 

November 

4.36 

2.81 

4.00 

December 

.60 

•47 

■53 

Total 

28.57 

21.79 

25-93 

Average  rainfall 

for  the  past 

40  years  in  Ospringe, 

25.62.  The  number 

of  wet  day 

1905  was  143. 
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The  past  year  has  been  a  favourable  one  for  the  health  of  the  District  and  this  is  in  a 
great  measure  due  to  the  rainfall  having  been  well  distributed  over  the  year.  The  atmosphere  has 
been  kept  well  washed  and  the  earth’s  temperature  low;  largely  on  this  account  the  Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  have  been  only  8  compared  with  20  last  year. 


The  whole  district  lies  on  a  bed  of  chalk  several  hundred  feet  thick.  The  surface  geology  of 
the  District  is  very  complex  but  may  be  briefly  described  as  a  series  of  small  valleys  and  hills 
running  from  the  North  Downs  in  the  South  of  the  District  towards  the  Swale  in  the  North.  The  hills 
are  chalk  hills,  in  some  places  the  chalk  being  almost  bare ;  in  others,  patches  of  clay,  Oldhaven 
beds,  Thanet  beds  loam  and  brickearth,  the  deeper  valleys  having  in  their  centres  sand  and  gravel. 
The  water  level  in  the  Valleys,  except  in  Ospringe  Valley,  is  generally  well  below  the  surface.  To 
E.  and  S.E.  of  the  District  the  land  rises.  At  Selling  the  hill  is  covered  with  Thanet  beds  of  sand 
and  gravel  and  at  the  bottom  of  Boughton  Hill  Oldhaven  and  Thanet  beds  extend  irregularly  as 
far  as  Graveney. 

In  the  North  of  the  District  there  are  large  alluvium  deposits  at  the  sea  level  with  patches  of 
Oldhaven  beds,  Thanet  beds,  Brickearth,  Loam  and  Clay.  Springs  of  pure  water  emerge  from  the 
chalk  in  many  places  at  the  lower  levels. 

THE  DISPOSAL  OF  EXCREMENT. 

In  Teynham  and  Lynsted  a  sanitary  cart  empties  the  cesspools  of  liquid  filth,  and  distributes 
it  on  Agricultural  land  and  Orchards.  This  is  done  at  night,  io  till  7  only,  by  the  Contract. 

At  Boughton  most  of  the  Houses  are  now  connected  with  the  main  sewer  and  are  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  state. 

In  Ospringe,  the  owners  of  property  are  supposed  to  keep  the  cesspools  empty. 

In  the  whole  District,  particularly  in  outlying  houses  and  cottages,  the  most  common  form  of 
privy  is  a  vault  about  five  feet  square  directly  under  and  ventilating  chiefly  through  the  seat  of  the  closet. 
Except  in  very  rare  instances  these  privy  vaults  are  found  to  be  full  of  very  liquid  and  horribly 
obnoxious  refuse  and  are  without  doubt  the  chief  cause  of  the  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  which 
occur  in  so  many  isolated  cases  in  the  District.  In  many  cases  when  there  is  large  enough  garden  to 
dispose  of  the  excreta  I  have  recommended  earth  pails  and  have  had  the  annexed  notice  affixed  in 
the  privies.  Of  these  notices  at  present  some  300  have  been  affixed  out  of  approximately  1000  which 
should  be  affixed. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Faversham  Rural  Sanitary 
District,  for  the  Quarter  ended  30th  June,  1905. 

EARTH  CLOSET. 

“  To  render  this  closet  healthy,  and  to  keep  those  using  it  free  from  sore  throats,  the  following 
“  directions  must  be  observed. 

“  The  contents  of  the  pails  must  never  be  allowed  to  remain  wet,  but  should  be  kept  dry 
“  by  dry  earth  sprinkled  in  the  pail. 

“  The  pail  should  be  emptied  as  soon  as  it  is  full  and  the  contents  trenched  into  the  ground 
“  and  covered  with  at  least  six  inches  of  earth.” 

PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

To  render  privies  healthy  and  free  from  smell  they  should  be  treated  on  the  earth  closet  principle, 
and  the  middens  kept  quite  dry  by  the  frequent  application  of  dry  earth  and  ashes. 

The  great  difficulty  to  contend  with  is  the  cottagers  themselves  who  do  not  take  the  trouble  to 
ensure  a  supply  of  dry  earth  either  for  earth  closets  or  eartii  privy  pits  but  prefer  to  muddle  along  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  pits  are  only  emptied  when  they  can  prevail  on  their  Landlords  to  do  it 
for  them.  The  earth  pits  as  they  are  kept  at  Selling  Schools  are  a  brilliant  exception  to  those  in  the 
district  generally. 

For  outlying  cottages  I  am  more  inclined  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  pails  than  privy  pits 
because  the  pails  must  be  emptied  as  a  rule  in  a  week  or  less  and  the  accumulation  in  that  time  does  not 
develop  the  amount  of  poison  that  is  accumulated  in  a  pit  which  is  left  for  weeks  or  months. 

To  my  mind  this  condition  of  affairs  is  the  standing  blot  on  the  district,  but  I  trust  with  time 
to  get  a  more  satisfactory  state  of  things  and  I  feel  sure  we  shall  then  have  fewer  of  these  isolated  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

The  water  supply  at  Boughton  continues  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition.  The  analyses 
of  several  wells  in  Teynham  have  given  most  satisfactory  results  showing  water  of  good  quality 
free  from  any  sewage  contamination.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  district  water  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses  is  derived  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk.  It  is  good  potable  water  but  it  is  very  hard,  containing 
about  20  grains  of  chalk  to  the  gallon,  of  which  about  2  grains  is  permanent  hardness. 

In  Hernhill  the  wells  are  in  sand  and  would  be  easily  contaminated.  This  is  having  my  atten¬ 


tion. 
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The  water  scheme  for  the  Brents  as  suggested  by  your  late  M.O.H.,  Dr.  Gange,  in  his  Annual 
Report  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily.  At  Staple  Street  there  is  a  public  supply  of  water  from 
a  bored  well  into  the  chalk.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  but  contains  Iron  Oxide.  The  chalk  at 
this  spot  was  125  feet  below  the  surface. 

At  Conyer,  water  of  good  quality  is  carried  from  a  spring  about  half  a  mile  away  by  an  iron 
main  to  a  public  pump. 

House  refuse  in  most  of  the  District  is  accumulated  in  rubbish  heaps  and  then  taken  on  to 
the  land. 

In  Teynham  there  is  a  covered-in  cart  which  collects  it  twice  a  week  from  covered  pails. 


Of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  there  have  been  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


146 


Scarlet  Fever: —  There  have  been  small  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Eastling,  Lynsted 
and  Selling.  The  cases  at  Lynsted  were  all  traceable  to  a  mild  case  which  attended  School  in  the  peeling 
stage.  This  attack  had  been  so  mild  that  he  had  only  been  away  from  School  for  one  day  “  With 
Headache.  ”  I  ordered  the  closure  of  the  School  for  fourteen  days  and  the  epidemic  immediately 
ceased. 

The  noteworthy  point  concerning  Scarlet  Fever  is  the  large  number  of  single  isolated  cases 
which  have  occurred. 

In  the  first  Half-Year  there  were  no  less  than  13.  Of  these  13  cases  no  common  origin  could  be 
found  nor  could  any  direct  infection  be  found. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  they  all  arose  from  the  very  foul  privy  pits  to  which  I  have  referred  else¬ 
where. 

Infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  district  is  notified  according  to  the  Act  and  I  have  visited 
every  place  where  any  outbreak  has  occurred. 

Beacon  Hill  Infectious  Hospital  has  accommodation  for  33  cases.  An  ambulance  is  kept  at 
the  Hospital  and  when  the  Ambulance  is  sent  to  bring  patients,  the  Attendant  at  the  Hospital  goes 
with  it  and  disinfects  the  infected  rooms  with  formalin  candles,  and  w'here  possible  all  the  clothes 
and  bedding  used  by  the  patient  in  his  house  are  removed  to  Beacon  Hill  and  sterilized  in  the  Steam 
disinfector. 

Fresh  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  a  rule  are  retained  for  at  least  six  weeks,  but  no  cases  are  dis¬ 
charged  until  they  have  been  personally  examined  by  me,  or  my  representative,  to  see  that  peeling  has 
ceased  and  that  there  are  no  sores  on  any  part  of  the  patient  and  no  trace  of  any  septic  discharge 
from  the  nose,  ears  or  throat. 

Diphtheria  cases  are  kept  in  as  a  rule  for  at  least  three  weeks.  The  average  stay  of  Scarlet  Fever 
patients  in  Beacon  Hill  Hospital  is  51.3  days,  and  of  Typhoid  Fever  cases  58.2  days.  These  figures 
are  almost  identical  with  those  of  the  large  hospitals  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  for  the  past 
two  years.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  fifteen  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  admitted  to  Beacon  Hill 
Hospital  none  died  and  all  made  excellent  recoveries. 

The  deathrate  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  3.17  per  cent. 

The  deathrate  from  Diphtheria  was  2.8  percent. 

That  the  Hospital  is  appreciated  by  the  public  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  :  42  Cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified,  35  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital;  65  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  63  were  ad¬ 
mitted;  18  Cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  17  were  admitted.  That  out  of  125  of  these  most  prevalent 
diseases  in  the  District,  1 15  have  been  treated  in  Hospital  and  have  thus  been  prevented  from  in¬ 
fecting  others. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  Boughton  and  Dunkirk,  and  necessi¬ 
tated  closing  Dunkirk  Schools  from  August  9th  till  the  end  of  the  Holidays,  and  at  Eastling, 
Doddington  and  Newnham,  I  recommended  that  Doddington  School  should  not  re-open  after  the 
Xmas  Holidays  until  January  8th. 
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During  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Lynsted,  Selling  and  Eastling,  1  visited  these 
schools  and  made  a  personal  inspection  of  the  hands  of  every  Scholar  present  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  that  there  were  no  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  remained  undetected  and  so  might  have 
spread  infection.  At  Lynsted  there  was  one  case  of  desquamation  which  was  of  doubtful  origin  and  1 
kept  the  Scholar  away  from  School  for  a  fortnight. 

The  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  prevalent  has  been  a  very  mild  one,  many  of  the  cases  having  had  no 
illness  to  keep  them  in  bed.  The  two  deaths  which  occurred  were  in  very  weakly  small  children  suffer- 
from  adenoids. 

Ol  the  Typhoid  cases  some  were  of  a  very  severe  type. 

The  Diphtheria  has  been  of  a  very  mild  type. 

During  the  past  comparatively  wet  Summer  the  nuisance  from  dust  in  those  Villages  lying  on 
the  main  London  Road,  has  been  great.  This  dust  settles  on  food  and  fluids  and  in  a  dry  Summer  is 
liable  to  cause  sickness,  particularly  epidemic  Diarrhoea  of  a  dangerous  type. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  Sanitary  arrangements  amongst  the  hoppickers’  huts  and 
notices  were  sent  to  all  owners  of  huts,  urging  that  the  Latrines  should  be  kept  dry  and  a  plentiful 
supply  of  dry  earth  used  once  a  week.  In  some  cases  these  suggestions  were  well  carried  out  but 
they  were  only  emptied  in  most  cases  when  in  an  overflowing  condition,  and  attention  to  this  matter 
is  required. 

At  the  request  of  the  Managers  of  Preston  Schools,  I  visited  the  Schools  and  advised  that  in 
order  to  eradicate  ringworm  from  the  School,  all  infected  cases  should  be  kept  away ;  that  all  walls, 
hooks  and  floors  should  be  well  washed  with  strong  solution  of  washing  soda  and  sprayed  with  solution 
of  Perchloride  of  Mercury.  I  also  recommended  that  the  hats  and  caps  of  all  the  Scholars  should  be 
sent  to  Beacon  Hill  to  be  sterilized.  This  latter  recommendation  was  not  carried  out. 

The  Sanitary  state  of  these  Schools  is  excellent. 

The  abolition  of  the  Tortoise  Stoves  has  been  carried  out  and  the  School  is  now  heated  by 
radiation  and  warm  air. 

At  Teynham  School  the  insanitary  privy  for  the  Infant  School  has  been  done  away  with  and 
an  entirely  satisfactory  system  of  pans  and  flushing  apparatus  put  in. 

• 

At  Doddington  and  Hernhill  Schools  where  earth  pails  are  in  use  I  have  found  that  insufficient 
earth  has  been  used. 

At  Lynsted  Schools  improvements  in  Ventilation  has  been  thoroughly  carried  out  but 
the  Sanitary  arrangements  are  still  awaiting  the  attention  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  Kent  Education 
Committee. 

At  Eastling  Schools  the  Sanitation  is  still  imperfect,  but  is  having  attention. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  are  on  the  whole  exceedingly  well  kept  and  clean  and 

thorough  attention  is  given  to  their  drainage,  and  limewashing,  but  I  have  had  much  trouble  with  one 
case  at  Greenstreet  where  animals  have  been  penned  in  an  enclosed  open  yard  near  the  centre  of  the 
Village,  giving  rise  to  much  offensive  odour.  The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  also  on  the  whole  well 

kept.  There  are  in  the  District  many  small  unregistered  cow-keepers  who  sell  small  quantities 

of  milk  to  Cottagers  who  do  not  come  under  the  Act,  but  I  have  had  no  complaints  about  them. 

During  the  year  1  have  in  no  case  traced  the  origin  of  any  infectious  disease  to  the  milk  supply. 
The  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  inspected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  found  no  cause 
for  complaint.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  and  no  common  lodging  houses  in 
the  District. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis: — Following  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Memorandum  of  July 
1905,  I  recommended  the  Council  to  add  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases 
in  this  District,  owing  to  the  influx  of  some  9000  hoppickers  from  large  towns  and  the  East  End  of 
London.  This  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  House  accommodation  in  the  District  is  on  the  whole  excellent.  Almost  universally  there 
is  but  one  family  to  each  house,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  4.68.  1  horough  super¬ 

vision  is  exercised  over  the  erection  of  all  new  houses.  I  have  instructed  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  see  that  all  drains  newly  laid  or  altered  shall  be  properly  jointed  and  water  tested  before  being 
covered  in. 

Appended  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Tabular  Statements. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1905. 
Name  of  District  —  Faversham  Rural. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages  of 

Deaths  at 

the  subjoined  Ages  of  “  Residents 

“Residents,”  belonging 

0  CO'S 

to  localities,  whether  oc- 

££  oi 

\vh< 

“ther  occurring 

in  or  beyond  the  District 

curring  in  or 

jeyond 

§s 

District 

^  0  Ph  - 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Under 

1 

<D 

1/5 

G 

r*  t— . 

.s  ~ 

I 

5 

15 

25 

O 

■a  .2  5 

G  O  .2 

3  a  »  » 

I 

and 

and 

and 

and 

65 

a  «  0. 

Q-a  ?  0 

Ages 

Year 

under 

under 

under 

under 

and 

O 

.0 

D  go 

cs  D  .aj  2 

5 

15 

25 

65 

upwards 

£ 

*—l  ^ 

Hi 

Measles 

I 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.... 

2 

2 

2 

O 

Whooping  Cough  .... 
Diphtheria  &  Mem-  1 

6 

1 

4 

2 

I 

branous  Croup  J 

I 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

-Diarrhoea  — 

A 

n 

J 

I 

J 

Enteritis 

A 

4 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

2 

2 

I 

I 

9 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  ") 

8 

7 

1 

Tuberculosis  j 

Other  Tubercular 

*5 

6 

Diseases  ....  J 

3 

I 

2 

I 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  1 
Disease  ....  J 

22 

12 

10 

I 

1 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

1 

1 

3 

I 

1 

Pneumonia  .... 

17 

5 

5 

3 

4 

3 

3 

Alcoholism  Cirrhosis) 

of  Liver  ....  J 

1 

I 

Venereal  Diseases 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 1 

1 1 

Heart  Diseases 

7 

10 

6 

6 

Accidents 

9 

2 

I 

1 

3 

O 

Suicides 

2 

1 

Acute  Peritonitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Senile  Decay.... 

27 

27 

12 

1 2 

Paralysis  (Apoplexy) 

1 2 

3 

9 

5 

5 

Kidney  Diseases 

5 

1 

4 

All  other  causes 

22 

9 

I 

6 

6 

3 

3 

All  causes.... 

202 

43 

12 

4 

53 

76 

36 

4 

4 

44 

.  « .  •* 

■  •  ■  * 
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TABLE  Ml. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1905. 
Name  of  District  —  Faversham  Rural. 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Cases 

Notified  arising  in 

whole 

District 

No.  of  Cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  locality 

At  all 

Ages 

At  Ages 

+  Year. 

Rural 

Hospital 

Urban 

Hospital 

Under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Diphtheria 

42 

6 

18 

13 

5 

35 

25 

Erysipelas 

15 

2 

2 

I 

2 

7 

I 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever... 

65 

18 

46 

I 

63 

15 

Enteric  Fever 

18 

5 

5 

7 

I 

l7 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

1 

5 

1 

Totals  .... 

146 

2 

26 

70 

22 

1 

24 

2 

117 

48 

Isolation  Hospital,  Beacon  Hill. 


To  Dr.  Prideaux  Selby, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Faversham  Rural  District  Council. 


Faversham, 

26th  February,  1906. 


Dear  Sir, 

In  presenting  this  my  23rd  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1905,  I 
have  to  state  that  this  year’s  work  has  been  a  very  heavy  one,  seeing  that  Special  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  General  Improvement  of  Drainage  and  closets  throughout  the  District.  Where  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  call  for  repairs,  Owners  of  property  have  in  many  cases,  been  most  willing  to 
carry  out  improvements  instead  of  patching  up  and  repairing  existing  systems. 

All  nuisances  abated  and  improvements  made  during  the  year  have  been  readily  attended  to  after 
a  personal  interview  with  the  Owners,  or  by  the  sending  of  a  letter,  and  only  in  10  instances  have 
I  had  to  serve  the  usual  Notices.  This  only  shows  that  my  mode  of  action  is  generally  appreciated  and 
that  Owners  of  property  are  even  anxious  to  have  their  property  kept  in  Sanitary  Order. 

I  have  inspected  about  1400  houses  and  premises  and  made  some  1700  re-inspections  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  progress  of  New  Works  or  improvements  and  the  abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc. 

About  130  old  privy  middens  have  been  abolished  and  either  Dry  Earth  Closets  provided  or 
Pans  and  traps  fitted. 

Disinfection  has  been  well  carried  out  at  the  several  houses  from  which  the  115  Fever  Cases 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  I  have  also  disinfected  several  other  houses  and  Schools 
in  the  District. 

7  Water  Samples  have  been  taken  for  Analysis  and  only  one  sample  was  found  to  be 
contaminated  with  Sewage  or  its  equivalent.  The  well  was  closed  and  the  source  of  contamination 
removed  and  since  then  the  well  has  been  cleaned  out,  deepened  and  repaired. 
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All  Sewers  in  the  District  are  in  good  working  order. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  at  Boughton  still  continues  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  a  plentiful 
supply,  and  the  whole  of  the  Machinery  and  Plant  in  good  Working  order. 

8  New  Services  have  been  laid  on  from  the  Water  Mains;  6  in  Boughton  and  2  in  Dunkirk. 
The  other  public  Water  Supplies  at  Staple  Street  and  Conyer  are  in  order  and  of  good  quality  and  in 
sufficient  quantity  for  all  purposes. 

The  Scavenging  system  adopted  at  Teynham  and  Lvnsted  still  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Contractor  has  emptied  6oo  cesspools  and  269  privy  middens  and  removed 
1885  van  loads  and  278  cart  loads  of  Sewage  Soil,  and  457  Cart  and  Van  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse. 

11  Plans  for  new  Buildings  have  been  submitted  and  passed  by  the  Council,  being  an  in¬ 
crease  on  the  past  3  years. 

13  Water  Certificates  have  also  been  granted  for  new  buildings. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  I  made  careful  inspection  of  about  2693  Hop  Huts 
and  99  Bell  Tents,  used  by  Hoppickers  throughout  the  District,  and  made  a  special  point  of  trying  to 
secure  the  daily  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  privies  and  middens.  This  was  carried  out  on  some  farms 
and  on  others,  once  or  twice  a  week,  with  good  results. 

All  Bakehouses,  Slaughterhouses,  Cowsheds  and  Workshops,  have  been  periodically  inspected 
and  found  in  good  order. 

During  the  last  5  months  of  the  year  I  affixed  over  300  printed  instructions  for  the  proper  treat¬ 
ment  of  Dry  Earth  Closets  and  privy  middens,  but  up  till  now  very  few  people  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  follow  out  the  directions,  but  in  the  few  cases  where  it  is  done  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

The  following  Tabulated  statement  will  show  the  different  kind  of  Nuisances  or  improvments 


dealt  with. 

House  drainage  and  cesspools : — 

To  cleanse,  repair,  alter,  improve  and  ventilate  drains  ...  ...  ...  35 

To  lay  new  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

To  build  new  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

To  empty  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

Total  58 


Closets  and  Privies  : — 

To  empty  privy  vaults  or  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

To  repair  and  improve  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

To  build  new  privies  or  closets  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••  •••  3 

To  convert  privies  into  earth  closets,  or  fix  pans  and  traps  and  drain  ...  ...  130 


Total  165 


Miscellaneous : — 

Houses  cleansed,  repaired  and  whitewashed...  ...  ...  •••  ••  -8 

Ash  pits  emptied  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

To  fix  new  sinks  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 

To  clean  out  pig  stys  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  5 

To  cleanse  and  repair  wells  or  rain  water  tanks  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  20 


I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  COE. 


1 .... 


FAVERSHAM  PORT  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


During  the'  past'  year  4  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  on  board  of  barges  in  the 
Port  of  Fa.vensham,,  viz.,  3  of  diphtheria  and 
1  of  typhoid.  All  were'  removed  to  hoispital 
and  all  recovered.  In  all  cases  thorough  dis¬ 
infection  has  been  carried  out  and  no  fur¬ 
ther  oases  have  -arisen.  As.  the  Port  float¬ 
ing  hospital  was  found  unfit  for  occupation 
and.  altogether  useless,  it-  has  been  disposed 
of  and  the  Authority  is  dependent  on  neigh¬ 
bouring  Authorities  for  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion.  Doubtless  this  will  be  remedied  when 
the  constitution  of  the  Port  is  in  a.  more 
settled  condition.  No  case'  of  death  or  seri¬ 
ous  illness  has.  occurred  in  the  Port  during 
the  year.  Small  pox  has  fortunately  been 
absent. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at.  the 
Port  of  Favereham  during  the  year  is  8714, 
as  against  9835  in  the  previous  year.  This 
includes  the  creeks  of  Faversham,  Milton, 
Conyer  and  Oare.  Of  this  number  there 
were  36  from  foreign  parts. 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year : 

Paver- 

sham.  Oare,  Milton.  Conyer.  Total. 

By  Inspector  655  560  1582  210  3007 
By  Medical  Officer  39  20  52  19  130 

Attention  has  been  given  to  questions  of 
water  storage  and  ventilation  and  also,  to 
the  prevention  of  nuisance  from  cargoes  of 
a.n  offensive  nature.  There  are  many  of 
these  a®  many  of  the  barges  going  up  to 
London  with  bricks  return  here  laden  with 
manure  or  breeze.  The  foreign  trade  of  the 
Port  consists  of  timber-laden  ships  from 
ports  in  the  Baltic.  This  is  not  large  in 
amount  and  has  caused  no-  trouble  during 
the  year.  The  larger  coasting  trade  is  chief¬ 
ly  colliers  from  tire  North  and  steamers  with 
railway  material  from  home  ports. 

CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Feburary  6th,  1906. 


